




 

Manila, Philippines 

 

NOW Telecom Embarks on a Broad Network Expansion Following NTC’s 

3.5Ghz License Renewal 

 

In an ambitious stride towards enhanced national connectivity, NOW Telecom 

Company, Inc., an associate of NOW Corporation, announced the successful 

renewal of its radio station licenses within the coveted 3.5 GHz spectrum by the 

National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) in January 2024.  

 

This pivotal move marks NOW Telecom’s proactive efforts to augment its 

telecommunications network across the Philippines. This license renewal heralds 

a pivotal chapter for NOW Telecom, symbolizing a committed effort to mitigate 

the digital divide, with a keen focus on elevating connectivity in public and 

private, including residential, and particularly, in previously unserved and 

underserved locales. As a reminder, NOW Telecom is distinguished as one of only 

four entities awarded a licensed mobile telecommunications system (MTS) by the 

NTC, a group that includes esteemed operators Smart, Globe, and Dito. The 

original MTS license, granted in 2006, is “not specific to 3G,” thus, encompassing 

technologies beyond 3G — such as 5G, 6G, and satellite to mobile phone 

communications — underpins the company's capability to leverage emerging 

technologies. 

 

The reaffirmed license is set to accelerate the deployment of broadband services 

across multiple sectors, emphasizing the vital role of connectivity within critical 

infrastructure. NOW Telecom is committed to constructing secure, dependable, 

and resilient communication networks, built upon trusted technology, and is 

dedicated to bolstering the 16 critical infrastructure sectors as delineated by both 

Philippine agencies and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 

 

Engr. Rene Rosales, President and CEO of NOW Telecom, affirms, "The 

reauthorization of our license, particularly within the strategic 3.5Ghz band, will 

substantially reinforce NOW Telecom's stature as a burgeoning force in the 

nation's telecom landscape, especially as we undertake the protection and 

connection of our most essential sectors." 

 

Pioneering a Secure and Reliable Telecommunications Framework 

 

In its vanguard, NOW Telecom pioneers the Trusted Network Initiative, a 

consortium encompassing public, private, and Indo-Pacific partners, devoted to 

cultivating network security and dependability through the principles of Zero 

Trust Architecture. This initiative mirrors the company's unwavering commitment 

to the protection of consumer data and the integrity of both its public and private 

telecom networks. 

 

 



 

 

 

In a groundbreaking partnership, the United States government signaled its 

alliance with NOW Telecom in November 2022, propelled by a US Trade and 

Development Agency grant amounting to US$2.15 million. This grant aims to 

examine the market and technical viability of NOW Telecom’s envisioned 

nationwide 5G mobile and broadband networks. The company has secured 

alliances with global technological leaders, including NOKIA, Ericsson, CISCO, 

Fortinet, Celona, OneWeb, SK Telecom, among others, fortifying its market 

position.  

 

Additionally, NOW Telecom’s collaboration with the Cybersecurity Investigation 

and Coordination Center (CICC) underscores its dedication to addressing the 

connectivity and cybersecurity imperatives of the nation's critical infrastructure. 

 

Furthermore, it is notable that in November 2023, NTC reiterated its confidence 

in NOW Telecom by renewing its 800Mhz frequency band license, thereby 

facilitating the company's efforts to enhance Public Safety and vital 

communications infrastructures. 

 

 


